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To better understand and prepare for these risks, the ~ When asked about solutions, respondents overwhelm-
United Nations has conducted a global survey of stake-  ingly identified joint action between governments as well

holders in government, the private sector, civil society,  as multistakeholder coalitions as the most effective ap-

and academia. The survey asked which risks are most  proaches. They also highlighted critical barriers that pre-

important and which risks multilateral institutions are  vent such joint action, including a lack of risk prioritization,

least prepared for. consensus-building and accountability, as well as mis-
trust and information gaps, which if addressed, could sig-

From the survey results, four groups of 11 risks emerged nificantly improve outcomes.

S U M MARY as both very important and least prepared for. We call
these Global Vulnerabilities. They include risks from  To illustrate the potential of improved joint action, this re-

across political, technological, societal, and environmen-  port closes with four future scenarios—ranging from frag-

tal domains. mented to strong multilateral collaboration. The stark
We are living in an age of increasingly complex and inter- differences between these possible futures highlight a
connected global risks, and we are not sufficiently prepared. critical choice facing today's policymakers: Will the world

choose breakdown, maintain the status quo, or break
through to a more prosperous, greener and safer world

Mis- and Disinformation :
for current and future generations?
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Perception survey: Risk perceptions shape how we prioritize action

-
?«% The insights in this report are based on survey respons-  Stakeholder perceptions matter because they directly
0 §§§§§§:% es from over 1,100 stakeholders across 136 countries  influence what actions can be taken at local, national
) R s%’%’;;%%j‘s}«; with diverse perspectives, including representatives of  and international levels. Perceptions reflect what peo-
7 A ;g‘?/%§§%%“é governments, industry, civil society and academia. ple value most and help define priorities for institutions
Wiy " ‘ “"'/»‘\sv:::é;%:%é across governments, civil society, the private sector
N AT AT ) = The survey considered the respondents’ perceptions  and beyond. While technical risk assessments are im-
i ’ /) 4/ A ﬂ EE%%%%J ’ éaas“%%‘:% on the importance of 28 risks across societal, techno-  portant, perceptions shape how stakeholders navigate
/ 7 // / ! / | ﬂ‘ -Es%%g;?‘ ‘k :E“;ag:;}é\%:: logical, economic, environmental and political catego-  muiltiple interconnected risks and determine support
nuinZyvie Il 1 \Q%%Et:;‘% / 2” v ///? ries (Annexes 1 and 2), as well as the interactions be-  for policy responses.
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VIV A ‘\\&n:gy \‘E» 7 ﬂ tween these risks. Crucially, respondents also shared
’ iy ‘//' / ﬂhﬁ%{%@/ H’k %E:;;*«: = their assessment of the preparedness of multilateral in-  The 28 risks surveyed in this report were carefully cu-
" (A, A // E% ‘N\KT%;:%E% “\ stitutions to manage those risks. rated through a comprehensive multi-step process
n‘ N llﬂﬁhﬂ ﬂn’ \\Ni = "\ (Annex 1). The final selection resulted from a rigorous
nn / “7/ / ;/,&,’* | {;ﬂﬂ / ‘EQN%? / ‘\ case-by-case assessment of more than 100 risks iden-
‘n? g //;\f | 4//// // // ’ “’4"% / / ﬂnhh§§7 ’ ‘N tified through a review of over 40 risk reports, consulta-
VAV vl 7 i\ / / ‘hﬂﬂ / ﬂ ﬂnu%if/// l’ \ tions with stakeholders from international and national
é%/ég e o/ &%% / ﬂlhl”ggﬂgﬂag%/ 4& institutions, as well as several red team exercises.
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